
Larnelle Harris Is My Hero
     I love music. I have been blessed with a voice, a “passable” voice. I have sung
in choirs, in quartets, in musical productions, and in countless church services.
And for the most part my “passable” voice has been good enough. For you old-
school Christians, I always wanted to sing like Larnelle Harris, with that pure
tone and incredible range. But the Lord, in His wisdom, chose to give me nothing
more than a “passable” voice. Music is one of my gifts, but it is not my only gift,
and it is not a gift that puts Larnelle Harris and his legacy in any danger.
     I kind of think that many of us are in the same boat on this issue. We are
tempted to look at the people around us and compare our gifts to theirs, then
we think in our heads, “Why can’t I _________ like that person?” Fill in that blank
with any word you want, any word that describes your own personal feelings of
insecurity or inferiority.
     1 Corinthians 12:4-7 says, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of
working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”
     My gifts are not random or arbitrary, they are intentional. God has gifted me –
and God has gifted YOU – intentionally for the common good. You have special
and unique gifts, talents and graces that add so much color and beauty and
depth of sound to the lives of everyone around you. There is nothing inferior
about your gifts, in fact, your gifts are critical to a beautiful, blended existence
for yourself and all those within your sphere of influence.
     I dream of one day singing “Holy, Holy, Holy!” in some angelic choir. Not a
choir of angels, but a choir with an angelic sound. If you get to see that
performance know that I am the one in the back singing that top tenor line to
the best of my ability right alongside my hero and good friend, Larnelle Harris.

Pastor Mark                Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTkfpOjoi8
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